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A

s the new year approaches, let us take a long, hard look at our spiritual lives.  A good passage to consider is one written by the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 13:5, “Examine yourselves as to whether or not you are in the faith.  Prove yourselves….”  Many times we examine our spiritual life but we fail to heed Paul’s imperative to prove yourselves.  Let us ask ourselves, “Have I proved myself to God?”  Am I proving myself to Him now?  After a thorough examination of our spiritual lives is complete, let us resolve to improve the areas that have need.  New years resolutions are common with many people during this time of year.  However, as time goes by, the majority of people lose interest in their resolutions and fall back to the way they were to start with.  Let us not let this happen to us!  The following is the definition of the  English word “resolution.”  1. The state or quality of being resolute; firm determination. 2. A resolving to do something. 3. A course of action determined or decided upon. (American Heritage Dictionary)  How “resolute” or how much “firm determination” do you have to obtain the goal of eternal life in heaven?  The Christian can and will obtain the goal of heaven if he will make sure that he is doing what God would have him to do.  Are you willing to do whatever it takes to reach heaven?  I once came across a thought provoking article in the publication Pulpit Helps.  Entitled “Let’s Take Inventory,” it asked questions that each of us needs to give thought to.  For example:


Is there anyone I cannot forgive?  Bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking presented a problem to the Ephesian brethren.  Paul encouraged them to put those things away and to be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving of one another (Eph. 4:31-32).  Unforgiveness is a problem common to many who call themselves children of God.  If we do not forgive, then God will not forgive us (Matt. 6:14-15).


Am I faithful to Bible study and prayer?  Do we study on a regular basis?  Could we be ready to give a defense to that which we have been called (I Pet. 3:15)?  Prayer is also important to the Christian (James 5:16).  Is there anything in my life that I would not be willing to give up?  Remember the story of the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-22?  What was this man unwilling to give up in order to serve Christ?  Material possessions.  Earthly riches and the prestige that comes with it, etc…  We must have the attitude of Paul in Phil. 3:4-7.  Think of what he gave up!


Am I faithful to the services of the Lord’s church?  Can I be counted on?  Dependability.  This is something that the Lord expects out of those who go to war for Him in the battle against sin.  Can Jesus and your fellow brothers and sisters in the Lord depend on you to be present at services?  Wednesday Bible Study?  With other activities concerning the Lord’s work?


As we enter into the new year this week, let us keep these things in mind and further evaluate our lives so we can be pleasing to God.  I hope that 1998 will be a good year for you and that you reach every goal you set that draws you closer to God in any way.

